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At noon of the first day of JanTHE
DAY OF uary, 1898, Robert A. Van Wyek

will be formally declared Mayor
blltA I tn of Greater New york.

NEW YORK. The event will be historic. It

will mark a new epoch in the

development of American municipalities. It will be l

to city government what the adoption of the Fed- ]

ral Constitution was to the government of the j

nation. ]

Patriotic and public spirited New Yorkers ought j

not to look upon this inauguration as in any sense i

a partisan celebration. The acerbities and antagT i

onisms of the recent campaign should be set aside i

at the moment of the installation in office of the <

Mavor of America's peerless metropolis. Vigorous 1

though the campaign was, stoutly as each opposing (

'faction foyght the fight for what it thought right,
the time is now at hand for all to join in honoring j

the man whom a majority of the citizens demand- 1

ed. and the occasion which is without precedent in ]

American history.
Why should not the inauguration of Mayor-elect

YaJt Wyck be made the occasion of a great civic

aeMiration? For the man himself, no pomp or ceremonycan add to the honor of the victory already
w i. But it seems fitting that the creation of

iter New York should be attended by something
v

more than the perfunctory induction of the new

Mayor into office. No public celebration could be

co gTeat as to be more than the importance of the

occasion warrants.
wnen u-reater i\ew iotk snaii uecuuie «m acuumplishedfact it ought to be with ceremonies which

shall lend emphasis to the event of a moment which
will be historic.

Pursuant to the idea thus ex- <

THE REDEMPTION pressed it is said that the Presidentwill ask Congress to enact a

vJr law repealing the requirement that

GREENBACKS. greenbacks shall be redeemed in gold
i when presented..New York Sun.

There is no law requiring the Government to redeemlegal tender notes in gold, and consequently
there is nothing to repeal. The Secretary of the

Treasury acts under a rule made by his department
when he pays gold alone for greenbacks. What the

Sun probably means is that the President will ask

Congress to enact a law which will supersede this

rule.

When Illuminating: gas was

MOUNT VERNON'S first introduced there was wideCDCAZspread fear that asphyxiation of
entire cities would result from

ACCIDENT. the use of the new light. In

Europe to this day the middle
and lower classes will not use it. This fear advancedAmerica smiles at as on a par with the

prejudice against vaccination. But the very thing
the frightened conservatives dreaded has actually
come to pass.though fortunately the result was

not serious. Something went wrong in the gas

orks of Mount Vernon and the whole city was

affected. Prostrations, headaches and nausea were

reported from every section, entertainments and

gatherings had to be abandoned, and the spectacle
was furnished of a town full of people going around

holding its noses. It was a most peculiar occurrence,and, though the whole world has been using
tras for sicrprai Generations. one never before re-

ported. Of course the experts explain it, but they
do not explain why the same thing on a more seriousscale might not happen in any other city, for

there is little difference in gas manufactories.

For weeks the country has

SAVAGE HONOR been in a state of awed wonder-
ment at the stoical heroism of
John TVatka, the Creek Indian

CIVILIZED SENSE. murderer who went about playingball with his team although
under sentence of death. Nearly every newspaper

In the United States has published something about
the splendid nerve and savage seme of honor that

would bring the young red man to the place of executionto face the firing party. He was unguarded
from the time of his trial by his tribe council, and

many reflections were made contrasting the course

of the doomed Indian on parole with the ordinary
white man. Watka was to have been shot yester-
oay at uuiauia louii nuustr, nuaau ioawi.v, uui

instead of the tidings that he had bravely faced his

executioners rather than break his word, the news

comes that John Watka has disappeared, just like

a scrub white man. There may have been a time

when a condemned Indian's word was a safe secu- 1

rity for his appearance, but that was before the

Indian learned to play baseball. Human nature,
red or white, is not so different in Indian Territory
that it can bear such a strain as that placed on

Watka. It would have been gallant and picturesque 1

for him to have appeared for execution, but most ]

people in this prosaic age will agree with the wis- i

dom of Watka's choice.

The Journal has been honored

AN by the Coroner of Gibson County,

II HP IP AI In(J., with two copies of his reILLUuluALport of the inquest on the body
CORONER. of drunken miner who was run

doW.i by a freight train, and his
thsrpnn. The record seems to show that

Princeton is a pretty poor place for a miner to work,
but the verdict indicates that Coroner Norman is a

|>oor logician.
It appears that the Maule Coal Company, in

whose mine the victim worked, follows the thrifty
practice of giving such of its employes as desire to

draw their wages before the regular fortnightly
pay day orders on one Wirtz, a saloon keeper. This
benevolent person cashes the orders at 90 cents on

the dollar, dividing the profit equally with the 1

coal company. Presumably a fair share of the 90 i

cents also remains in the saloon keeper's till. Certainlyit did in the case of the dead man, who cashed
his order, proceeded to get drunk and was straightwaykilled.

Upon this showing Coroner Norman reached a

verdict the gist of which is contained in the followingpassage: 9
At the time of his death said Miller was in a drunken

rendition, and was attempting to board said train while '

it was in motion; that his attempt to so board said train
was due to his then drunken condition: that his said <

drunken condition was caused by the drinking of drunk-
making liquors furnished by John Wirtz and Patrick

Golden, both of said Frinceton.said Wirtz and said
Golden each maintaining and operating a saloon for that

purpose at said city, by authority of the license laws
of the State of Indiana; that the responsibility for the
MntlTii«.lv dnnih nf sslrt Miller rests linon tllO citizens Of
the State of Indiana who framed, and authorized the

framing of, the said license laws; and who assent to,
authorize and uphold the operation of said license laws

In the county of Gibson and city of Princeton; and that
said citizens of the State of Indiana, by their perverted
use of the right of suffrage, are, together with their ]
roluntary agents, the said saloon keepers, guilty of the

killing of the said Louis Miller.
We believe it was Edmund Burke who expressed

lis inability to draw an indictment against a whole

people, but the Coroner of Princeton, Ind., con-

tosses to no such weakness. All the citizens of

Indiana lie declares jointly responsible for this disaster,and all therefore should be indicted and punshed.This theory of law properly developed will
/astly simplify the problem of crime by making all
men criminals. For example, railroads often kill
sober men. The State charters railroads. Ergo
the State.that is, the body of people who constl:uteit.is guilty. 1

It is a pity that this coroner, msteau or wanuer- <

ng off into logical abstractions, did not condemn
the coal company for paying off with orders on

mmsellers and sharing the profit thereon.

Every manly and patriotic
THE WORDS American will pray that the im- ]

«r- pressive speech of Hannis Tay-
lor at Cornell University may

A PATRIOT. find a prompt response in Con-

gress next month. Our late Min- ^
ister to Spain has not been corrupted by the Span- .

ish lobby which is hard at work in this country.
His voice is the voice of a statesman and patriot,
in many respects he is the highest authority on the

Cubanquestion, and he is a renowned scholar and ,

writer upon constitutional law, accustomed to

measure his words. In Madrid he had the full confi- ]
lence of President Cleveland and Secretary Olney,
not to speak of the profound respect which Presiler.tMcKinley is known to have for him.
Hear the solemn words which Mr. Taylor addressesto his country:
"With the past we have nothing to do, hut

the responsibilities of the fntnre are all oar

own. With those responsibiiittesCongress mnst
soon deal, and its every member mnst answer

upon bis conscience for his acts not only to
this nation, but to the civilized world. Events
are moving fast; revolutions never go backward.Spain lias been weighed in the balances
and fonnd wanting; Cuba, through her heroic
struggle and her sacrifices, has vindicated her
right to be tree. It only remains for the AmericanCongress to speak, the word. "What shall
it be?

One of the wisest of our .jurists and most experiencedof our diplomats, who has lately returnedfrom Europe, ex-Jndge Lambert Tree,
after a calm and fearless review of the whole
situation, has solemnly declared the conviction
that the best and only way now to solve the
whole question is by a prompt recognition of
Cuban independence.
"In that conclusion I heartily concur. A

recognition of belligerency at this late day
wonld bring about complications that might resultin war as the consequence of acts upon our

part. On the other hand, a prompt recognition
by Congress of Cuban Independence would not
give to Spain under the laws of nations a casus

belli.
' Let Congress hut speak the final and emphaticword.recognition.and in ninety days

the long and bloody tragedy will be over; the
whole Christian world will rejoice and say

'Amen'; Spain will be rescued from an impossiblesituation; there will be no war with the
United States, and C'nba will be free."

Every agitation of a question
OUR affecting the relations of the

DDflDED I IMC United States with other counrhUrtnLINL tries makes clearer the future

OF DEFENCE. line of defence for the great nationaland international interests
of which our Government is tile natural guardian.
We have no line of attack, and need none, for if we
are strong in defence we can so assert and maintain
our dignity and our rights that we shall have no

accasion for attack.
First of all, we need a powerful navy. Nature

puillLS UUl (.lid u liccu. lu uo in cur: gciiauua waoi

lines that front the opposing continents. Not onlydothose long and sinuous lines lay us open to any
naval power that cared to defy or to attack us, but
they give us a great and growing commerce which
may at any time demand protection from dangers
arising from complications for which we are not

responsible.
Next to a powerful defensive navy we need the

most direct communication possible by water betweenour two great coast lines, so that our vessels
may pass from ocean to ocean with the utmost

celerity. For this the Nicaragua Canal is a nationalas well as a continental necessity.
Incidentally, we must have naval stations in the

two oceans. The West Indies should become wholly
American in their control, governed by their own

people, and on the line of communication to the

Nicaragua Canal the United States should have a

firm foothold of its own, which it has the opportunitvof acauiring from Denmark. Then, with the
Hawaiian Islands in our possession, we should have
m impregnable line of defence, not only for our interests,but for the peace and protection of the
whole Western World.

The official canvass of the vote :

of this city shows that Wallace

t/fTTC for Chief Judge of the Court of

Appeals got 15,552 more votes

PUZZLE. than Tra/jy for Mayors Parker
got 19,159 more than Van Wyck,

and 56,257 ballots were blank, or unmarked for any
candidate for the Judgeship, no name being printed
in either the Citizens' Union or the Jeffersonlan
Democracy column.

There is in this an interesting problem for the
arithmetic men. How were the extra votes of Wallaceand Parker distributed among candidates for
Mayor, and how were the votes of those divided
who did not vote for Judge at all? Low received
10,811 more votes than Fairchild on the same ticket,
and Fitch received 10,565 more than Tracy.

The trial of Martin Thorn for

THE the murder of William GuldenjunRMTRIM suppe wiU be£in again in Long (
I nllnlN nIAL igiand City to-day. The aspect

ANEW. of the case has been somewhat
changed by the first abortive

proceedings, which were broken off by the illness
af a juror.
The evidence taken, especially that of Mrs. Nack,

;xcited so much interest that it will make the processof Catherine: a 1urv more difficult than before.

tt appears also to have shifted the line of defence,

and there will be eager anticipation of the threatenedtestimony of Thorn in his own behalf.
It will be the purpose of this to throw the responsibilityof the crime upon the woman, as it

was the purpose of her testimony to throw it upon
the man. This effort of each to cast the guilt upon
the other will prevent the interest in this extraordinarytrial from flagging.

It will not tend to clear either of the participantsin one of the grossest crimes of modern times, ;
and it may help to make plainer the guilt of each, (

su tiiai Liieir enuris tu siiik. eaun uuici limy <j<xii.y

both down. But the public will watch with eager |
interest the effect of this duel on the witness stand,
and await the result without prejudice to the combatants.!

i

Germany is after Hayti to pay

GERMANY AND an indemnity of $1,000 a day for

TUC UAVTIAM the uniust imprisonment of a
I ilL nrttllMIH German citizen, and proposes to

REPUBLIC. enforce her claim. As the big
brother in the American family,

LTncle Sam's action in the "matter is looked for with
anxiety. So far Germany has acted entirely within
her rights and has not transgressed against the
Monroe doctrine she professes to hold in such contempt,and Hayti cannot look to us to protect her
against the result of her own error. The United
States once had a very similar experience with the
black republic. An American citizen named Mevs,
who had prospered at Port au Prince, was thrown
into a dungeon on a charge of smuggling and kept
there twenty days without a hearing, in defiance of
treaty rights. The United States demanded for him
£20,000 indemnity. We had to send the Atlanta, with
Minister Durham on board, to train its guns on the
Haytian capital before the claim was settled. So
long as Germany goes no further than we did ourselveswe can hardly Interfere; if she goes any further,the American eagle may scream at the twoheadedbird; but, as evidenced in the Samoan affair,
Germany may be trusted to be reasonable while
America is watching her.

In addition to the list of wedding presents the Kansas
newspapers print a list of the young men who have been
refused by the bride. This must necessarily be exasperatingto the young women who have accepted some of the
cast-off matrimonial material.

For the benefit of those who are engaged in another
branch of sport it should be announced that when the
cable stated that M. Sauverlu was scratched in a duel It
didn't mean that he was not permitted to start.

The suggestion that a war with Spain would have the
effect of making General Miles the next President of the
United States sounds like a shrewd piece of work on the
part of the Spanish press agents.

If Columbia College has a proper conception of the pro-
prieties of the occasion it will proceed to indulge in a celebrationof the retention of its efficient executive head.

Hon. Edward O. Wolcott, Summer tourist and Bimetallic
Commissioner, is now engaged in the difficult task of tryingto tell President McKinley something he doesn't know.

It appears there are bank directors in Chicago who refuseto recognize Comptroller Eckels's great ability as a
financier. This has all the appearance.of rank heresy.

If the knife exercise now in progress among the Ohio
Republicans doesn't produce an improvement in Sheffield's
leading product all judges of the theory of supply and demandwill have missed their guesses.

An Oklahoma man was struck in the eye by a flying chip
and lost his sight. The press dispntebes neglected to
state the denomination of the chip. I

Statehood for the Metropolis.
hocRl Righhi of Cities.

The talk of a State of Manhattan to be carved from the
St.to,.f Ic .1 .* ** -i-

continued and persistent interference of tlie country districtin the purely local affairs of the great metropolis.
For a number of years there has been more or less dis-
connected talk in the direction of the segregation of New
York City.
This division would have a population of 3.900.000 in the

new State, and 2,600,000 In the old, so that both would still
be In the very first class. The trouble experienced in New
York City has been duplicated in many of the large cities ,

of the country. While there is nothing for which an
American fights more sturdily than the principle of home
rule, there is at the same time nothing which he foregoes
so carelessly as home rule as applied to the city in which
he lives..Denver Evening Post.

Home Rule for Great Cities.
The proposed action In New York foreshadows what is 1

likely to be very common in the history of this country. 1

The great cities, resenting being opposed and sat upon
by the country districts, or vice versa, will resolve them-
selves into separare commonweaitns. Such a policy, by '

largely Increasing the number of political offices, will be- '

come popular on that account, if for no other reason, but
it will relieve the country districts from political oppressionby the cities, or it will relieve the cities, aocording
as one may be able to dominate the otli»r..New Orleans
Picayune.

"Would Give New Yorlt More Power.
Looked at in a purely patriotic light, asi.le from any considerationof present politics, it would be best if the State

were divided. It would give more equal representation
in the Senate and lessen the influence so great a State as
New York now hns in the electoral college..Nashville
American.

EDITORIALS BY THE PEOPLE,
They Can't Be Driven Off.

AO cue wauor 01 me journal?

The Bridge belongs to the people. We paid for it, and we own
it. The admission of the trolley and elevated roads to it was of
doubtful wisdom, but the acceptance of the plan which made the
trolley companies the controlling factor in the Bridge is absolutely
criminal. I wish you could drive them off altogether, but it is
too late for that now. But do fight ta make them keep within
the bounds of safety. L. M. PURDY.

Brooklyn, Nov. 18.

It Will Be Fonght to the End.
To the Editor of the Journal:

Please push your fight against the trolleyizing of the Bridge to
the bitter end. We Brooklynites come to New York to earn a living,not to meet death. J. C. ANDERSON.

Brooklyn, Nov. 18.

Can tlie Corporation* Win?
To the Editor of the Journal:

IE you can stop the trolley corporations from using the Bridge
as they wish, regardless of the rights or needs of the public, you
will confer an inestimable benefit on the people of the' two cities.
But can you? Corporations have ways of getting what they want
in this country, that even a great newspaper cannot defeat.
New York, Nov. 18. S. C, PERKINS.

gjjggjgg Show Them No Quarter.
To the Editor of the Journal:

The real wickedness and abomination of the trolley outrage on the
Bridge springs from the fact that human life is to be menaced
without need. If the trolley companies were able to say that only by
the system they have adopted could they cross the Bridge at all,
there might be reason to consider whether they should be stopped.
But they admit they can so carry their tracks as to avert any serious
danger to life. Only the desire to save money and swell their
profits intervenes to prevent their adopting a decent and a safe system.

Therefore, I say, fight them.tight them to the bitter end. The corporationswhich will not only Tob, but murder tbe people, ought
to be shown no quarter. V M, BALDWIN,
New York, Nov. 19.

Eugene biggins is
Envied by Dudedom.

ENVY gnaws at the heart of every poor chappie that thinks
of the opulence and the Indolence of Eugene Higgins.
Now I don't know whether Mr. Higgins Is indolent or not,

)ut he owns one of tiie finest yachts afloat, and that in itself is
ground enough for other members of dudedom to charge him with
lotne such crime as indolence. You see, a chappie that never gets
iboard a yacht except at the invitation of some other chappie is
ilways monstrously unjust to the chappie that has a yacht and
Tcesn't take him aboard of it. Mr. Higgius is rather exclusive
n his social habits and rather particular as to whom he invites
to share the luxuries of the palatial Varuna.

It is not surprising, therefore, that he has as many critics
miong gentlemen aspiring to his hospitality as he has adulators
ini<- ''-'^e'who have shared it.

All this leads up to the announcement that Mr. Higgius will
start off at the end of this week on the Varuna for a short
cruise of some six or eight weeks: Just exactly where he will go

in that time lie has not divulged, but certainpeople who claim to know all about
, other people's affairs say that lie will run

noross the Atlantic and back again. Mr.
T Higgins-is to take a party of twelve people

V. with him, carefully selected for the oeca

That they will have a good time, nobody
y that has ever been aboard the Varuna ran

(i .fTl doubt for a moment.

L\\l i \l* .. - Mr. Higgins built bis
L Jif'-i.fi yacht for good times.

jliS /^r-~-0 Tn the scheme of lier
>r.. construction nothing

C0Ul^ '!1 a"-f

/4>. way arranged for

L...-.Jf\% $££ cx ^
AX wPP

. (tick \\ r%\ !
comfort was forgot- (v?T*|| \_ 1J ,-^d| j j J
ten. When Mr. Hig- A V V/ X j^r~T^i
gins puts on his viNA fKJ" C*tS/° ° ° 11
yachting togs and £
goes aboard the Va- ^ 3-3 s 1 i V ?
ruua he becomes at A /^k-" A \J (JjInCmA
once monarch of a f jT \
little kingdom that ^ f J "W \j , lr\j
is complete in every L-*. A\lkl i
detail. ^0V!
If Mr. Higgins wants to play sailorman .-.~7 ^/»

he has all the appurtenances for the game. ^. ] C~i
If he would be a pugilist he has a room j l-J
constructed especially for pugilistic exer- -* ..

else. If he would divert himself with
fencing, he has another room fitted up with * achtIIIQ DeligntS
foils and shields and masks. If he would play at cards, all the

paraphernalia is at hand in another apartment. If he would
- - - ' U!. Smm^llnln

lounge in oriental luxury rue menus me m ma

command. If he would do anything that the ordinary mortal regardsas a thing of pleasure, the Varuna furnishes not only the

opportunity, but the equipment in the best possible form.

Finally, when tired of pleasure making, if Mr. Higgins would
seek rest, he finds It In a four-post antique bed, hung with the

costliest silken curtains. Here he can woo sweet slumber until

It knits up his ravelled sleeve of care; or, if he is not successful
in this wooing, he can press a button and obtain on the instant

any or all of those things that make waking hours endurable.

Chappiedom knows all this. It Is therefore keen to obtain

invitations to share it. It is also spiteful when it is disappointedin the expectation of such invitations. Thus it is that Mr.

Higgins and the Varuna are .just now topics of conversation in

club corners, with criticism predominating praise, for, by the

very nature of things, more people are anxious to get aboard the

Varuna than the Varuna's master could possibly accommodate.
And yet there is no criticism so accurate that it cannot be

forgotten in the general desire that the forthcoming cruise of

the Varuna may be successful in all that comfort or pleasure
lould desire. This is the tribute that Chappiedom pays to one

of its most fortunate as well as one of its most popular members.
J. Seaver Page, who is known throughout the pigeon shooting

world as "Pagey. old boy," will appear in a new role to-morrow
lOornmin whpn hp will trive his daughter, Miss Helen Clifford

Page, in marriage to Mr. Arthur Wheeler Francis. The ceremonywill be celebrated in St. Bartholomew's Church, and will

be followed by a reception at the home of the bride's aunt, Mrs.

Ft. Mott Lnimbeer, at No. 131 Madison avenue.

Mr. Francis gave his farewell bachelor dinner last Saturday
night at the University Club, where he entertained Louis W.

Francis, who is to be his best man, and Howard C. Smith,
Franklin Pluminer, R. Clifford Black, Jr., Theodore Tnft, T.

Louis Slade, Lloyd Van de Venter, Carroll Perry, Edwin Holmes

ind Vanderpoel Adriance, who are to be his ushers.
Francis is a promising young gentleman, and Miss Page is a

lovely young lady, but no small part of the interest that centres

In this wedding is due to 'Tagey, old boy," the proud papa of

the occasion.

Mrs. Arthur M. Dodge is in town for the Winter at her home,
S"o. 72 East Thirty-fourth street, which was occupied last year

iy the John R. Drexels, who lately sailed for the Orient 011

heir yacht. Mrs. Dodge is now in the second year of her mournngfor her husband, who died in October, 1896, at their country
teat, "Weatoyne," and, although she has returned to town, it

"^ji r * ~t. ^*"1 ontovfoinmpni- rvf tho
s nor liKciy mai sine nm >u ivi ^,

'harlty kind, for whi ch she was formerly so conspicuously
loted.

Years ago Mrs. Dodge used to carry the weight of the annialChristmas doll sale almost entirely on her own shoulders,

ind devoted most of her time in the Summer to the dressing of

lolls for that purpose. Her interest has not censed in that diection,and it is probable that she may take part in the sale at

Sherry's on next Saturday, the proceeds of which will be demotedas usual to the Jewel Day Nursery, which was established
>y Mrs. Dodge as a memorial to her little daughter.

CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER.

A Check and a Husband. n,iy expectations, h<
right. How much?' a

do tell me something new," y'-v dear, don't

| 1 cried the young woman in the 1"'t is your father

English top coat. "I have a cold flings in his head?

n my head and a milliner's bill in my "None at all. "Wei

pocket, so it will be a mercy to divert my given me the mone;
inind." that although I kne\

"Well, I have some lovely samples he supposed I could

iere," said the girl with the baby smile; I said I supposed so

"if you care to look at them, I" "Humph! I should
"Well, after he wa

IDCLPODQO^.N*~Vrn\ riLrtl Ul'l -inst hovv to do it. I

3^̂ ^j\J ij on *'1P ',afk fllld '

"
"You (lidn,t -tippoi

il- -i I < '>» on the face, did you

^S-wP"^. fc^'siM T5,#' young woman

jNS^ ' y ooa^ sa* d°wn sudden

(̂!;^h "I did nothing of t

i \ ^1 8111 sl s,1*,l">!t,l'">?
/ Si J /) Y~vr rowed half, 011 the si

I y I / [^ j \ ^ In my pocket and wei

IrJY y I\ \ it first, though; it is
off olie's glove, you

"No. I don't," snapped the young woman signed papa's name,

in the English top coat, "do you suppose wouldn't know me a

[ would be asking you to divert my mind surely know him. '1

if I had any money to spend? Why" I'd J'0'1 know.'

be in the shops this minute, instead" "Yes, dear," said tl
"So you would." returned the girl with English top coat, fee

the baby smile, tranquilly. "Well, let me "Well, I went to t

see, I haven't seen you since I had all that my check, and oh,
trouble at the bank, have I'.' looked so queerly, 1

"Indeed you have not: Tell me all" me! Then he said:
"No, of course. I haven't. I've been too where did you get tl

busy since. Well, It was Tuesday morn- ,>f course,' I replied,
Ing. and I wanted some money very much, that he only Wanted
so I waited until papa was ready to catch great hurry and war

his train, to ask him for some" I was very dignified.
"Of course you did. Why, I suppose "Yes. And did".

that Eve" "He went away, c<

"Did exactly the same thing when she money and with tw
needed a fresh supply of fig leaves or them had a big star,
apples? Very likely. Well, contrary to him, because pollcen

Literary Funny Men
LooK for a Leader.

II" SEEMS to me that it is about time to see in the East signs
of the approach of some new and essentially American humorist.For the first time in our history since the appearance of

the "Squibob Papers" we find ourselves without any great humorjuswriter, for it must be remembered that Mark Twain has be<>nn.OtlltoTHtr.il oil,, on

n a m e d ^
Iliere have been many
finer writers w li o Empty Is the Chair,
have won their fair
share of renown and in certain instances have exerted a distinctinfluence over contemporaneous letters. George T. Lanigan,for example, one of the truest of American humorists and
a satirist of fine calibre, is almost forgotten to-day. though his
imitators may be numbered by the score. The "Banbury Newsman." whose real name I believe was Bailey, founded, if not a

school, a sect of his own and had a numerous following of discipleswhose fame was indissolubly linked with that of the newspapersfor which they wrote. Thus it came to pass that the

sayings of the "Oil City Derrick Man," the "Xorrlstown Herald
Man" and the "Omaha Bumble Bee Man" gained wide currency
and popularity. Just now the woods are full of minor humorists,but I look in vain for one who may be termed the leader
of his class.

Can it be that Mr. J. K. Bangs, of Franklin square, is the
principal American humorist? This Is, indeed, food for solemn
speculation.Were

I an author making a bid for fortune and fame, T
should very much ha te to be handicapped by such a name asp

Waierloo, which, as every one knows, has come to be a synonyme
of defeat. A thoroughly well-Chosen name that commands the
attention of the casual reader is worth several "scare heads" to

any rising young author and helps to accelerate his rise as few
other things cajn do, except genius. Mr. Stanley Waterloo, how-

ever, does not believe in tne nonooo or uamcs, uiu uiw n»Niunn

in his choice of title* for his last hook, "The Story of Ah."*'

(Way & "Williams, publishers, Chicago). "Ab" Is a dlsagreeabl®
attempt at a word which, besides sticking in the throat, reminds
one too forcibly of the ab, bab, bab exercise with which the
instructors in young ladies' seminaries drill their pupils for efficiencyin labials.

The author begins well enough. "This," he says in his in-n
troduction, "is the story of Ab, a man of the Age of Stone,
who lived so long ago that we cannot closely fix the date, and
who loved and fought well." In this Age of Papier-Mache it if»
well to go back to the Age of Stone, and it is well in any agai
to read of the fortunes and misfortunes of a man who "loved'
and fought vtvell." ;

From the conven«(
I! g. . ..I i. tionalities and triviali)Bf"^5^^ 'tles Rn<* convivialB*\\^My -j l ities to plunge again

III into tlle forest with.
\̂ '* B3B the cave man and his

^̂"jjl mate, whose wantsi

^ simply satisfied, to

p kill and eat, to hunger
and be satiated, to

\ f
^

swing irom oougn to

(.R|l~ do now with trousers
.(IHr Yfnr and K°wns and litter-,

PackTnTTTT" C^C day arms and feet, apHOUSE11® jjWr-.^ pealstothe nineteenth

a
century person with a

M1UHIP.1 certain savage attrao
tion. I confess I was

Mr. Waterloo S Dream. prepared to beinterestedIn thefortunesof the beautiful female with the matted hair and the arms,

"down each of which ran from shoulder to elbow a strip of

short dark hair," whose biceps were tremendous and who coul,d
climb a tree; and In those of Ab and his young bride, who had
to eat their way through the carcass of a huge bear which had

become wedged in the entrance bt their cave, before they could:
enter in and settle down to housekeeping. But Ab is almost *

goody-goody Sunday-school boy, whose diet might have been

catechisms rather than bear meat hewn off with stone axes.

These people, who may or may not have been our ancestors.
that they were Mr. Waterloo is quite sure.must have toad
wilder lives than any Mr, Waterloo has told about, and onp's
interest wanes. Mr. Waterloo is not.as the dramatic critic is

so fond of saying of his stage people."convincing," and herein
1ms he missed his chance. JAMBS L. FORD.

THE MERRY to me at street crossings, you know. Tb»

JESTER otbpr mnn sa'(': 'Pnrdon me, miss, but tht*

,

*

is not Mr. Payuppo's signature, at all.*

M1W 11 r)apl 'Oh, I know that,' said I: 'I wrote it. myself,,
6

''Well, I asked him Mr aml 1 want monpy in a *rPat hnrry/ "

you ard he said: 'Call The yonug woman in the English top coat
around in about a month gasped, "(Jo on, dear.

and I'll try to have her "He replied: 'Pardon me, miss, hut yoa,
ready.' Now what in must come into the other room while we

Klondyke did he mean by send for Mr. Payuppe; this seems a very
tUal '

queer business, and it must be explained.*
Don on knon Wh>, Laura, I was never so frightened in,

papa made his fortune in ,,,

a bicycle repair shop.". nH e*

Cleveland Plain Dealer. "So wonder. What on earth did"
"Oh, I began to cry, and said I'd go for

> simply said: 'Ail bim myself, but they wouldn't let me. I
ud wrote mo a check." don't know what would have become of
mean to alarm you, mp- but J"st as thpy wprp taking me into

quite well? No queer a Pr'vate room I saw Mr. Goldle. He".
Or" "Not the rich old widower! Oh, you poor

I. he has alwavs just ^ \ hear(1 thf hP *dm,ml '
» much.

r before, but he said
8ett'e a""

v nothing of business,
lf did"

,

1 callp<i llIm and he came, al
...... most running. He is one of the directors

jjiamtge hiiu a riicin, ,,of that bank, it seems, and I just told

]l( . him the whole story. He made it nil
right with those horrid men, I don't know

s gone, I did not know jjOW) anfj they let me go at once."
fe had told me to sign "Oh! you must have been giad 'to go

anywhere after that. Even an engage<eyou had to sign it ment with the dentist would be a relief
?" after"

the truth is that I "J was. Mr. Goldie drove me home, and
to sigu my own name 011 the way he"
e both *011 it and" "Let you see that it Was all over? Well,

in the English top It was all your own fault. I heard that
l.v. "Go on," she said, he was undecided between you and Miss
*e you asked your Hunks; she is a Vassal* girl and he naturallychose her after"
he kind. Do you.think "-Nothing of the kind. dear. He said he

Fhe would iiave bor- felt that I was just the little wife to make
.. nnninanlnn f,,r n tivoil linai.

pot. ,\o; 1 just put it " >.i

at downtown. I signed ness maa t0 come home to. The wedding
such a bother to take is *ot for December."
know. I [ finally And the young woman in the English

because I knew they top coat only gasped,
t the bank, and they'd ELISA ARMSTRONG.
L'hat was simple logic,

ae young woman In the ^ .

bly; "and" -s. £) WEATHER
he bank and presented a
Laura, the young man if f FOR TO-DAY*
irst at it and then at Ai
;Pardon me, miss.'but wtygifiV ThreateningI
lis checkV' 'From him, Xyjl
stifflr- for T could see MC f*. *

TV,i.m\ fro rII fr, ixqni
to talk. and I inn 111 a ^'

it that money at once.' /S3^
*novr, decidedly

iming back without the eolder.
o other men. One of
and I was >?Iad to see

ien are always so nice


